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The inventory of slow paths: 7 questions

1. What are slow paths?

Slow paths are paths suited for pedestrians, cyclists or horseback riders. In other words: paths without 
car traffic. Several types exist : wide, narrow, hard or soft-surfaced. The Stapas project focuses on slow 
paths intended for pedestrian use. 

2. I know of a path that is not on the map. What to do?

Add to your inventory like the others! People often know their own neighbourhood in great detail, me-
aning they can provide information not available on any map. Please mark the slow paths you know on 
the operational map and fill in a form for each of those paths. Give them a number you like, for example 
“Peter1, Peter2, etc.”

3. There is a path on the map that I can’t find on the terrain. What to do?

Many paths on the map do not exist anymore in reality, even if many have not been removed in a legal 
way. At the place where the path should have been, there might actually be a construction, a road or 
bushes. Try to approach the path from the other end to see if parts of the path are still accessible.

4. The path is impassable. What to do?

If a path is inaccessible due to insufficient maintenance, there is no need to put yourself into danger for 
walking down the path in its entire length. Indicate where the path gets rough and take photographs.

5. The path consists of different parts that vary greatly. What to do?

When a path consist of several parts that are markedly different, it’s better to fill in a separate form for 
each of the parts. Add a letter to the number of the path on the operational map, (e.g. ‘A-220-a, A-220-b, 
etc.”). Mark the location of the different parts on the map or in a drawing.

6. What should I take pictures of?

Always take photographs from the beginning and the end of the paths, problematic parts and other 
points where the path changes drastically. Take pictures of the path in its context, but there is no need 
to take pictures of the surroundings without the path itself.

7. At the beginning of the path there is a sign that says ‘private’. What to do?

It is possible that a path is located on private property. If you prefer not to enter, please note on the form. 
If someone asks you what you are doing, explain gently your mission. In case of doubt, go back.
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ANNEX regarding the reinventarisation during summer 2016

- On the mapsheet you find at the right-bottom a table ‘WegNr.’. Here you can find all numbered roads of 
that specific mapsheet. You can use this as verification to check which path you already examined.
- Only pathsegments that are longer dan 7 meters received a number, because:
 //A path is often built up of smaller segments, but you can take stock of them as a whole.
 //A lot of very short pathsegments (like pedestrian crossings) are of no added value to the 
 inventory.
- If a path is numbered, but it shows very clearly that it is in fact a pedestrian crossing (like in the 
screenshot, number 4334) or it is isolated, then you can cross if of the list and note that in the remarks-
section of the inventory form.

- Our data on slow pathways (red+green) is not complete and local knowledge is key. So if you know of 
another slow patch or discovered one on your trip, feel free to mark this on the map and describe it on 
the inventory form.

(june 2016)
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